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KEEPS Education Programs
The first half of this year has seen us
come charging back to normal, as the
January to end of June program
attendance of 3,284 is the type of
number we haven’t seen since before
Covid, with more and more schools
able to travel to field trips. An
interesting change that Covid brought
is that we were compelled to move
our classroom Watershed Road Show
program outside onto the school
grounds. We have found that this
actually makes for a better program,
so we are thinking that this may be a
permanent change. Elsewhere, we
were again involved with City of
Maple Ridge day camps at the
Kanaka Creek Watershed
Stewardship Center in March and
July, along with Metro Vancouver
Regional Parks interpretive staff.
Special message to teachers and
students: The past two years were
tough, but we did it!
Outdoor Watershed Road Show in the rain,
May 27th.

· “Amazing!”
· “They kept asking for
you”
· “This is something
special”

Comments from
students:
· “Thanks for teaching
us about nature”
· “Can we go out with
the next group?”
· “This rocks”

Pond dipping, March 18th.

Resource restoration
The cold and backward spring had a silver lining:
most invasive plant species were negatively
impacted. Consequently, efforts were switched
from invasive species removal this spring to
maintaining previously planted areas, where plant
survival continues to be extremely good.
Right: maintenance of plants at the Frey property near
Thornvale Creek, June 7th.
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Hatchery Happenings
Did you
know?
Coho salmon fry will
usually migrate
upstream as
juveniles. This
instinct enables them
to avoid fall and
winter high water
events while they
spend their first
winter in fresh water.

The first half of any given year is all about the development of eggs and the release of fry and
smolts. This year, 140,000 chum fry were delivered to streams in Burnaby and Vancouver while
the remaining 46,000 were released to Kanaka. For coho, 13,620 smolts went to Stoney and
Byrne Creeks as well as Brunette River in Burnaby with 14,490 being released to Kanaka.
43,000 coho fry of the year were released to Kanaka, and a number of them are happily using
the ponds and channels of the Stewardship Center. 23,000 more fry reside in the outside
ponds, where they will remain until next spring. To date, we have not seen the unprecedented
heat of last year, although creek temperatures did exceed 20 degrees at times in late July. Of
course, so much of this would not be possible without the amazing contribution of our
volunteers!

Left: Coho eggs in the
incubation room, February
15th.
Right: Coho fry adipose fin
clipping, July 7h.

Goodbye Chums 2022
The spring tradition was back with a bang, as over 500 visitors attended this perfect day at the Stewardship
Center.

Samuel Robertson: winter to summer
It was back to a full schedule at SRT, as we watched the seasons progress from our extended winter which was like
the song that never ends to the arrival of summer. Through it all, the students investigated the forest and surrounding
neighborhood green infrastructure while of course keeping track of the health of Spencer Creek.
Left to right: on the bridge, February 7th; getting airborne March 31st; pH testing June 6th.

Kanaka KEEPS Watch

Volume 1, Issue 1

Page 3

Live Streaming and fry assessments
Monitoring continued at Spencer, Zirk, Dunlop and Horseshoe Creek as well as mainstem Kanaka.

Did you know?
Juvenile salmonids are at
less risk from high summer
water temperatures if the
stream is well oxygenated.

Left: pH testing at Stewardship Center May 13th; Right, coho juveniles at
Rainbow Creek May 25th.

Pitt Meadows Day
At least 500 people visited the Metro Vancouver / KEEPS booth on a very busy June 4th.

Return to Open Houses
After a two year absence, Open Houses are back at the Stewardship Center, and we expect this to be a monthly
fixture with the exception of the dead of winter in January.
Left to right: Cool cats and canines, February 21st; Ravenous Raptors, March 20th; Bear Necessities June 12th.
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Upcoming Events
·

·

·

·

Pondering
Amphibians open
house, August
14, 1-4PM,
Stewardship
Center
In your wildest
streams open
house,
September 11, 14PM, Stewardship Center
Return of the
Salmon, October
23, 11AM-2PM,
240th Street fish
fence
Let the Eggcitement begin
open house,
November 6, 14PM,
Stewardship
Center

Photo: nice kitty, April 20th.

About our organization: KEEPS was formally incorporated
as a Society in December of 1998. Since then, we have been
involved with a wide variety of activities including habitat
monitoring and restoration, GPS mapping, and of course public
education and awareness. The Bell-Irving Hatchery was rebuilt in
2013 and the Kanaka Creek Watershed Stewardship Center was
completed in 2017.
KEEPS consists of our Board of Directors and general
membership, as well as a Hatchery Manager and part time
Coordinator and Administrator. We also retain a Program
Interpreter to implement our education programs. Want to become
involved? Send us an email at r.davies(at)shaw.ca (I remove the
“at” symbol in order to avoid getting spammed to death!)

A work of art
After literally years of visioning, planning and preparation, the dream became a
reality this spring and summer as the Kanaka Creek Community Mural took shape.
The four classes that visited the fish fence last autumn returned along with artist
Todd Polich to paint the artwork they had produced during the in class workshops
that occurred earlier this year. These workshops included interpretation from Metro
Vancouver Regional Parks, KEEPS, and Indigenous storytelling from Carman
McKay to inspire and teach students more about the salmon rainforest and how
we're all connected. This mural has generated a lot of interest from the community,
including its resident bears! Stay tuned for the community celebration in Spring
2023.

