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Inside this issue: 

Samuel Robertson 
It’s Year Seventeen of doing what we do in the 
forests of Albion Park, where early this fall the 
students discovered high pH levels in the 
groundwater. We hypothesize that this was 
caused by the extended drought we              
experienced, because as soon as the fall rains 
kicked in everything returned to normal.        
Fortunately, cutthroat trout in Spencer Creek 
appeared to survive. 

Right: looking for tracks in Albion Park, December 7th. 
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Return of  the Salmon 2022 

For this year’s Maple Ridge Fall Classic, we had 445 visitors on this final day of the       
extended autumn drought, as we welcomed home the chum salmon that were knocking on 
the door waiting for rain. That door would open the very next day as the fall rains finally 
commenced. 

KEEPS gratefully 
acknowledges that 
we live, work and 
play on the         
traditional and  
unceded territories 
of the Katzie and 
Kwantlen First 
Nations. 



Another year, and another set of amazing stories as we ride 
this crazy train of climatic new reality. A number of summer 
maintenance projects led into the infamous late summer and 
fall drought that delayed any significant autumn rain until    
October 24th. Inbound chum and coho salmon stacked up at 
the fish fence in considerable numbers, and initially we were 
unsure of the run strength, but continued strong presence  
after the fall rains ensued told us that the returns were indeed 
strong. Although this past autumn provided nowhere near the 
drama of 2021, the Christmas Eve rain on snow event brought 
the creek to a very impressive 125 cubic   meters per second 
discharge as recorded at Websters Corners. When all was 
said and done, 310,000 and 80,800 chum and coho eggs   
respectively resided in the incubation room to go with the 
23,000 juvenile coho overwintering in the outside ponds, with 
the final coho eggtake occurring New Years Day. A HUGE 
shout out to our volunteers! 

       Hatchery Happenings 

Did you 
know? 

December’s extreme 
weather brought it’s own 
challenges. The cold 
snap necessitated 
considerable ice removal 
to keep the hatchery 
water moving, and the 
subsequent December 24 
storm led to a several 
hour sump cleanout on 
Christmas Day. 
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Open Houses 
We love doing these! The Stewardship Center is such a great place to connect with nature. There is something        
different for every season. 

Left to right: Pondering Amphibians August 14; Bear Necessities September 11; Let the Eggcitement begin November 6. 

This coho egg take is happening 
inside due to extreme cold,   

Fall events 

Left to right: Micheal and Corisa at Geti Fest; World Rivers Day September 25th; Fish fence roving November 13th. 



We wind up 2022 with a program attendance of 5,182, which is significantly into pre-Covid territory. The late 
summer to winter season saw us as always follow the salmon to the fish fence, and the students were able to 
witness the late but strong charge of chum and coho inbound to their spawning grounds. We also continued to 
focus on the habitat surrounding the stream, as the students played an integral role with habitat projects along 
the stream and in the forest. We want to thank everyone for their patience through the challenging events of 
the past couple of years. We’ve all made it through those times, where so many times the one thing certain 
was the steady hand that only Mother Nature can give us. 

Education programs 
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Home school visit, November 25th. 

Habitat Projects 

There were two projects of note this past autumn. The first three photos from left to right are from a property near the 
240th Street fish fence, and of course our familiar friend arrives to assess our efforts. The final photo to the right is at 
the so-called Frey property near Thornvale Creek.  

Would you believe bobcat 
poop? November 3rd. 

Comments from teachers: 

· “There are students that 
can only thrive with this” 

· “They so much look  
forward to it” 

· “Thank you—again!” 

Comments from students: 

· “I just love nature” 

· “Oooh, can we come 
back tomorrow?” 

· “Never thought school 
could be this fun” 



About our organization: KEEPS was formally incorporated as a    

Society in December of 1998. Since then, we have been involved with a wide 

variety of activities including habitat monitoring and restoration, GPS map-

ping, and of course public education and awareness. The aging Bell-Irving 

Hatchery was rebuilt in 2013 and the Kanaka Watershed Stewardship Cen-

ter is now our headquarters. 

Today, KEEPS consists of our Board of Directors and general membership, as 

well as a part time Coordinator and Administrator, and a Hatchery Manager. 

We also retain a Program Interpreter to implement our  education programs.                             

WANT TO VOLUNTEER?  Check out www.keeps.org and hit the 

Volunteer tab. 

11450 256th  Street, Maple Ridge, B.C. 

 
Cellular and school programs: 604-970-8404 
Email: r.davies(at)shaw.ca 
Web: www.keeps.org 
Face book: https://www.facebook.com/
KanakaEducationAndEnvironmentalPartnershipSociety 

Kanaka Education and 
Environmental Partnership Society 

Upcoming Events! 
 
Family Day “Ravenous 
Raptors” Open House: 
February 20 
 
“Making History” Open 
House, March 26 
 
Goodbye Chums, April 
29 
 
“Tweeting with the 
Songbirds” Open 
House, May 28 
 
 
 
check our website for other 
events! 

When in drought 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Photo: cedar waxwings. 

This most definitely falls under the “What else is new?” category; of course we are 
talking about the crazy happenings with the climate these days. Case in point: this 
year, we go from arguably the most gloomiest spring / early summer on record into 
this drought that stretches well into October. Meanwhile, what turns out to be a 
healthy number of chum and coho return to Kanaka, only there’s nowhere to go until 
the autumn rains finally commenced October 24th, and then it was definitely off to the 
races. 

Did you know? 
Salmon can be very resourceful during challenging times, such as in the 1960’s when 
a large slide on the Chilcotin River blocked inbound sockeye salmon, who instead 
migrated to the Quesnel / Horsefly system and attempted to spawn there. 

Clockwise, from top left: the traffic jam has started October 18th; visitor hopes to cash in, 
October 23rd; coho and chum waiting to go, October 26th; and chum ready to spawn. 

 


